Research Computing Advisory Working Group
Jun 08, 2026 | Minutes taken by Erik Deumens
Present: Chris Barnes, Nikolay Bliznyuk, Clint Collins, Perry Collins, Gogce Crynen, Susmita Datta, Erik Deumens, Richard Hennig, Damon Lamb, Rafa Munez-Carpena, Massoud Rouhizadeh, Alina Zare, Borui Zhang

Updates
· Searches
· We are interviewing 7 applicants for three RSEs. 
· The 3rd regulated research computing facilitator will start July 11.
· HiPerGator hardware
· We received 360 RTX 6000 Blackwell GPUs in 45 nodes. The fiber optic transceivers and switches, except one, arrived as well. Configuration and testing will start.
· These GPUs fill the gap between L4 24 GB RAM and B200 180 GB RAM with 96 GB RAM option. They are also good to build digital twins with.
· The demand for B200’s is very high: between 97 and 100% 24/7.We configured an automatic process to detect allocated B200 that are idle for one hour and use RAM that will fit on L4 or RTX6000 GPUs.
· Initially, starting next week, we will send an email with advice on how to get better utilization of these expensive resources.
· After a trial period, we will terminate jobs and sessions.
· CMMC L2 certification
· CMMC (Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification) Level 2 certification of HiPerGator-RV audit has completed/ We are now waiting to hear whether we passed.
Discussion
· Agentic AI uses a lot of tokens. We are negotiating with Google, Anthropic and OpenAI to get better rates for some people who are advanced users, mostly those using coding agents. 
· OpenCode has been deployed and training is available. Check out UFIT’s new Agentic AI at UF webpage with information. 
· Chris Barnes suggested a workflow where he asks the expensive, but better performing, Opus to make the software plan to execute with NemoTron. Then, he asks the NemoTron LLM, running on HiPerGator at no cost, to execute the plan. The outcome is very high quality.
· Billing for API token use started May 1, 2026.
· Any model or tool with China origin is banned in the State of Florida and cannot be installed on HiPerGator or any UF owned and operated computer.

Next meeting will be on July 27, 2026, from 2-2:30 pm. The meeting will be Zoom only.
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